
John Chapter 5

Joh 5:1  After this there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. 

Joh 5:2  Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, which is 
called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches. 

Joh 5:3  In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, 
withered, waiting for the moving of the water. 

Joh 5:4  For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and 
troubled the water: whosoever then first after the troubling of the water 
stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had. 

Joh 5:5  And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty and 
eight years. 

Joh 5:6  When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a long 
time in that case, he saith unto him, Wilt thou be made whole? 

Joh 5:7  The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no man, when the 
water is troubled, to put me into the pool: but while I am coming, 
another steppeth down before me. 

Joh 5:8  Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk. 
Joh 5:9  And immediately the man was made whole, and took up his bed, 
and walked: and on the same day was the sabbath. 

How often this pool must have been frequented with sick and cripples.  Especially during the
season when the angel troubled the waters.  Thirty-eight years this man had been diseased.   
The man did not asked to be healed in words, but he was seeking healing, for he was there at the 
pool.  The man’s problem was,  that he had no one to place him in the water.  Someone always
got to the water before he did.   The man was blessed this day, for he had met the man who gave
“The Living Water.” 

Matthew Henry:
This story teaches us to observe and improve our opportunities, and to look about us, that we 
not miss out on a season which may never return. The angel stirred the waters, but left the 
diseased to themselves to get in.

Observe, Christ did not bid him rise and go into the waters, but rise and walk. He, who this
 minute was not able to turn himself in his bed, the next minute was able to carry his bed. 
He obeyed the power of Christ's word commanding him. He took up his bed and walked, and did 
not care who blamed him or threatened him for it.

We are all by nature impotent folks in spiritual things, blind, halt, and withered; but effectual 
provision is made for our cure if we will but observe orders.

Joh 5:10  The Jews therefore said unto him that was cured, It is the sabbath 
day: it is not lawful for thee to carry thy bed. 

Joh 5:11  He answered them, He that made me whole, the same said unto 



me, Take up thy bed, and walk. 
Joh 5:12  Then asked they him, What man is that which said unto thee, 
Take up thy bed, and walk? 

Joh 5:13  And he that was healed wist not who it was: for Jesus had 
conveyed himself away, a multitude being in that place. 

Joh 5:14  Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said unto him, 
Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto 
thee. 

MH:
Go, and sin no more. Christ saw it necessary to give this caution; for it is common for people, 
when sick, to promise much; when newly recovered, to perform only something; but after awhile
 to forget all. Christ spoke of the wrath to come, which is beyond compare worse than the many
 hours, nay, weeks and years of pain, some wicked men have to suffer in consequence of their
 unlawful indulgences.

Joh 5:15  The man departed, and told the Jews that it was Jesus, which had 
made him whole. 

Joh 5:16  And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and sought to slay 
him, because he had done these things on the sabbath day. 

Matthew Henry:
Christ would thus witness against the tradition of the elders, which had stretched the law of the
sabbath beyond its intention; and would likewise show that he was Lord of the sabbath, and had 
power to make what alterations he pleased about it, and to over-rule the law.

By carrying his bed publicly, the man exposed himself to the censure of the ecclesiastical court, 
and was liable, at least, to be scourged in the synagogue. Now, will he run the hazard of this, in 
obedience to Christ? Yes, he will. Those that have been healed by Christ's word should be ruled 
by his word, whatever it cost them.

Christ's work was such that he needed not make any difference between sabbath days and other 
days, for he was always about his Father's business; but he wrought many remarkable cures on
 that day, perhaps to encourage his church to expect those spiritual favours from him, in their
 observance of the Christian sabbath, which were typified by his miraculous cures.

Joh 5:17  But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, and I 
work. 

Joh 5:18  Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not 
only had broken the sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, 
making himself equal with God. 

Those that will not be enlightened by the word of Christ will be enraged and exasperated by it, 
and nothing more vexes the enemies of Christ than his asserting his authority; They sought to 
kill him, Because he had broken the sabbath; for, let him say what he would in his own 
justification, they are resolved, right or wrong, to find him guilty of sabbath breaking.



Joh 5:19  Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: 
for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise. 

Joh 5:20  For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things that 
himself doeth: and he will shew him greater works than these, that ye 
may marvel. 

Joh 5:21  For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even 
so the Son quickeneth whom he will. 

Joh 5:22  For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment 
unto the Son: 

Joh 5:23  That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the 
Father. He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father which 
hath sent him. 

Joh 5:24  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and 
believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come 
into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. 

Joh 5:25  Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, 
when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear 
shall live. 

Joh 5:26  For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son 
to have life in himself; 

Joh 5:27  And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because 
he is the Son of man. 

Joh 5:28  Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are 
in the graves shall hear his voice, 

Joh 5:29  And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the 
resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of 
damnation. 

Joh 5:30  I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my 
judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the 
Father which hath sent me. 

He had said that he worked with his Father, by the same authority and power, and hereby he 
made himself equal with God.
Christ was so entirely devoted to his Father's will, that it was impossible for him in any thing to
act separately. He is observant of his Father's counsel; he can, he will, do nothing but what he 
sees the Father do.
Our Lord declared his authority and character, as the Messiah. The time was come when the 
dead should hear his voice, as the Son of God, and live. Our Lord first refers to his raising those 
who were dead in sin, to newness of life, by the power of the Spirit, and then to his raising the
dead in their graves. The office of Judge of all men, can only be exercised by one who has all
knowledge, and almighty power. May we believe His testimony; thus our faith and hope will be 
in God, and we shall not come into condemnation. And may His voice reach the hearts of those
dead in sin; that they may do works meet for repentance, and prepare for the solemn day.



Joh 5:31  If I bear witness of myself, my witness is not true. 
Joh 5:32  There is another that beareth witness of me; and I know that the 
witness which he witnesseth of me is true. 

Joh 5:33  Ye sent unto John, and he bare witness unto the truth. 
Joh 5:34  But I receive not testimony from man: but these things I say, that 
ye might be saved. 

Joh 5:35  He was a burning and a shining light: and ye were willing for a 
season to rejoice in his light. 

Joh 5:36  But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which 
the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear 
witness of me, that the Father hath sent me. 

Joh 5:37  And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne witness 
of me. Ye have neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his shape. 

Joh 5:38  And ye have not his word abiding in you: for whom he hath sent, 
him ye believe not. 

Joh 5:39  Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: 
and they are they which testify of me. 

Joh 5:40  And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life. 

    The Father bears witness of Jesus:
  
   *  Mat 3:16  And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, 

the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and 
lighting upon him: 

      Mat 3:17  And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.

     *Mat 17:1  And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth 
them up into an high mountain apart, 

       Mat 17:2  And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his 
raiment was white as the light. 

      Mat 17:3  And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him. 
      Mat 17:4  Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou 

wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. 
      Mat 17:5  While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice 

out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him. 
      Mat 17:6  And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and were sore afraid. 

      Our Lord returns to his declaration of the entire agreement between the Father and the Son, 
and declared himself the Son of God. He had higher testimony than that of John; his works 
bore witness to all he had said. But the Divine word had no abiding-place in their hearts, as 
they refused to believe in Him whom the Father had sent, according to his ancient promises. 
The voice of God, accompanied by the power of the Holy Ghost, thus made effectual to the 
conversion of sinners, still proclaims that this is the beloved Son, in whom the Father is well 
pleased. But when the hearts of men are full of pride, ambition, and the love of the world, 
there is no room for the word of God to abide in them.



Joh 5:41  I receive not honour from men. 
Joh 5:42  But I know you, that ye have not the love of God in you. 
Joh 5:43  I am come in my Father's name, and ye receive me not: if another 
shall come in his own name, him ye will receive. 

Joh 5:44  How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and 
seek not the honour that cometh from God only? 

Joh 5:45  Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father: there is one that 
accuseth you, even Moses, in whom ye trust. 

Joh 5:46  For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he 
wrote of me. 

Joh 5:47  But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words? 

It is possible for men to be very studious in the letter of the scripture, and yet to be strangers to
the power and influence of it.  Jesus encourages the church to look into the scriptures, for they 
spoke of Him.  These Pharisees could quote many scriptures, they retained the scripture to 
memory. Though they quoted scripture, they had not understanding of it. If they had, obtained 
understanding of the Word, they would have known Jesus, and understood his authority and His 
Father’s mission.

       The only reason why sinners die is because they will not come to Christ for life and 
happiness; it is not because they cannot, but because they will not. They will neither accept 
the life offered, because spiritual and divine, nor will they agree to the terms on which it is 
offered, nor apply themselves to the use of the appointed means: they will not be cured, for 
they will not observe the methods of cure.

     
      The people thought that the scribes and Pharisees were very devout and good men, but Christ                                 

knew that they had not the love of God in them. Christ knows men better than they know 
themselves. These Jews had a very good opinion of themselves, but Christ knew how corrupt 
their inside was, notwithstanding the speciousness of their outside; we may deceive 
ourselves, but we cannot deceive him. Christ knows men who do not, and will not, know him; 
he looks on those who industriously look off from him, and calls by their own name, their 
true name, those who have not known him.



John Chapter 5 Questions:

1.   Why did many  impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, wait at the 
pool of Bethesda?  

   
     __________________________________________________
      
__________________________________________________

      2.      In verse 6, what question did Jesus ask the man?  
                
__________________________________________________

      3.     In verse 8, what command did Jesus give the man?
      
       _________________________________________________

      4.     Why did the Jews complain about the miracle?
                
__________________________________________________

      5.     Fill in the blank .    Joh 5:11  He answered them,_____________

              ________________________________ , the same said unto    
               
              me, Take up thy bed, and walk. 

6.    Jesus later finds the man.  Fill in the blanks.  Joh 5:14  Afterward 

            Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said unto him, Behold, thou art 

            made whole:_________________________,  lest a worse 

            thing come unto thee.

7.     In verse 21, what does Jesus say that He and His Father have the   
              power to do?        

              ______________________________________________

     



8.     In verse 27, what does Jesus say He has the authority to do? 
       
       _________________________________________________

9.     In verse 47, what question did Jesus ask the Jews?  
        

       _________________________________________________

10. Fill in the blank.  Joh 5:41  I receive not ________________ from 

           _____________.

11.     In verse 58, Who did Jesus say would hear His voice?  
 
          _______________________

        


