
John Chapter 3

Joh 3:1  There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: 
Joh 3:2  The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou 

art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, 
except God be with him. 

*    1Co_1:26  For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not 
many mighty, not many noble, are called:

Nicodemus was one of the few noble men who believed in Jesus. He came to Jesus 
by night. He resolved to talk with him by himself, where he might be free with him.
Evidently Nicodemus had either seen or heard of Jesus performing miracles.  He had 
great faith  that Jesus was sent from God.

Joh 3:3  Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man 
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 

Joh 3:4  Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he 
enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born? 

Birth is the beginning of life; to be born again is to begin anew. We must not think to
patch up the old building, but with a new foundations we are to begin a new building  
We have a new nature, new desires, new principles, and a new direction.

Nicodemus as we  do at times, was looking at “being born again” with his natural mind.
Being born again happens within the heart.  You cannot see a person being born again, 
although you can see wonderful results.

*1Co 1:27  But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and 
God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are 
mighty; 

  1Co 1:28  And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God 
chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: 

  1Co 1:29  That no flesh should glory in his presence. 

Joh 3:5  Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 

Joh 3:6  That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit. 

Joh 3:7  Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 
Joh 3:8  The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but 

canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of 
the Spirit. 



With the first birth we are corrupt, shapen in sin and iniquity; we must therefore
 undergo a second birth. The soul must be remodeled and molded, the natural man 
must become a spiritual man.

Joh 3:9  Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these things be? 
Joh 3:10  Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master of Israel, and knowest 

not these things? 
Joh 3:11  Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, and testify that we 

have seen; and ye receive not our witness. 
Joh 3:12  If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I 

tell you of heavenly things? 

Nicodemus was seeking wisdom.  (How can these things be? ) He desired Jesus to 
explain these things of the spirit.  Jesus spoke new things to Nicodemus, but he was 
assured they were true.  Nicodemus was not a common teacher; but in the great 
Sanhedrim. Yet, he had trouble receiving such marvelous wisdom.  The natural 
man, however gifted, is absolutely blind to spiritual truth and  unable to enter God’s 
Kingdom.

Joh 3:13  And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, 
even the Son of man which is in heaven. 

Joh 3:14  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of 
man be lifted up: 

Joh 3:15  That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. 

Man is sin sick.   The only cure is to look to Jesus.  As the Israelites looked upon the 
serpent and were healed in the wilderness, even so the sinful soul will be healed as we 
looked to the Lord for salvation.

* Rom 10:13  For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.

Joh 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

Joh 3:17  For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the 
world through him might be saved. 

Joh 3:18  He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is 
condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God. 

* Mar_16:16  He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not 
                       shall be damned.

Jesus does not condemn us.  We condemn ourselves by unbelief.  God so willing to show
His love for mankind, sent His only begotten Son.  If we refuse to believe, we condemn
ourselves.



Mathew Henry:

Here is gospel, good news indeed. Here is God's love in giving his Son for the world. 
God so loved the world; so really, so richly. Behold and wonder, that the great God 
should love such a worthless world! Here, also, is the great gospel duty, to believe in 
Jesus Christ. God having given him to be our Prophet, Priest, and King, we must give up 
ourselves to be ruled, and taught, and saved by him. And here is the great gospel 
benefit, that whoever believes in Christ, shall not perish, but shall have everlasting life. 
God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, and so saving it. It could not be 
saved, but through him; there is no salvation in any other. From all this is shown the 
happiness of true believers; he that believeth in Christ is not condemned. Though he has 
been a great sinner, yet he is not dealt with according to what his sins deserve.

Joh 3:19  And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved 
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 

Joh 3:20  For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest 
his deeds should be reproved. 

Joh 3:21  But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made 
manifest, that they are wrought in God. 

It’s not strange for those who do evil to hate the light of the gospel of Jesus.  Sinners
wish to be in darkness, for in the light they must feel guilty for their sins.  A long as they 
remain in darkness, they can be free from guilt, for they abide with those who do the 
same things. Christ is hated, because sin is loved.

Those in darkness not only hate the light, but those who come to the light.

* 1Jn 3:12  Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And 
wherefore slew he him? Because his own works were evil, and his brother's 
righteous. 

  1Jn 3:13  Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you. 

Joh 3:22  After these things came Jesus and his disciples into the land of Judaea; and 
there he tarried with them, and baptized. 

Joh 3:23  And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much 
water there: and they came, and were baptized. 

Joh 3:24  For John was not yet cast into prison. 
Joh 3:25  Then there arose a question between some of John's disciples and the Jews 

about purifying. 
Joh 3:26  And they came unto John, and said unto him, Rabbi, he that was with thee 

beyond Jordan, to whom thou barest witness, behold, the same baptizeth, and all 
men come to him. 

Joh 3:27  John answered and said, A man can receive nothing, except it be given him 
from heaven. 



Joh 3:28  Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am not the Christ, but that I am 
sent before him. 

Joh 3:29  He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, 
which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom's voice: 
this my joy therefore is fulfilled. 

How joyful John was to hear the voice of the Bridegroom.  John’s joy was full. The Jews 
thought perhaps John would be jealous of Jesus, but he was not. “My joy therefore is 
Fulfilled,” said John

Joh 3:30  He must increase, but I must decrease. 
Joh 3:31  He that cometh from above is above all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and 

speaketh of the earth: he that cometh from heaven is above all. 
Joh 3:32  And what he hath seen and heard, that he testifieth; and no man receiveth his 

testimony. 
Joh 3:33  He that hath received his testimony hath set to his seal that God is true. 
Joh 3:34  For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the 

Spirit by measure unto him. 
Joh 3:35  The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand. 
Joh 3:36  He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not 

the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him. 

       
      Mathew Henry:
      John was fully satisfied with the place and work assigned him; but Jesus came on a more 

important work. He also knew that Jesus would increase in honour and influence, for of his 
government and peace there would be no end, while he himself would be less followed. John 
knew that Jesus came from heaven as the Son of God, while he was a sinful, mortal man, who 
could only speak about the more plain subjects of religion. The words of Jesus were the 
words of God; he had the Spirit, not by measure, as the prophets, but in all fulness. 
Everlasting life could only be had by faith in Him, and might be thus obtained; whereas all 
those, who believe not in the Son of God, cannot partake of salvation, but the wrath of God 
for ever rests upon them.
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  Questions John Chapter 3

1. Who was Nicodemus ? _____________________________________________

        ______________________________________________________________

  
2.  What two questions did Nicodemus ask in verse 4? 

        Question 1)_____________________________________________________

        Question 2)_____________________________________________________

 
 3.  In John 3:5 what two things must man be born of, to enter into the Kingdom of  
 
      God?  a) ___________________________  b.) _______________________

  
 4.  In John 3:14  To what does Jesus compare His crucifixion?  ______________

       _____________________________________________________________

  5.  In John 3:18 Why are people condemned?  ____________________________

     _______________________________________________________________

  6.  Everyone who does evil hates the ___________________________. John 3:20 

  7.  John 3:27  John the Baptist said, A man can receive nothing, except _________

     _______________________________________________________________.



  8.  Write John the Baptist’s words in John 3:30 ___________________________

     _______________________________________________________________

  9.   Fill in the blanks. John 3:29  He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the 

     ______________________of the bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, 

     _______________________________________      because  of the 

    bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is ___________________________.

10.  Fill in the blanks. John 3:35  The Father ______________________ the Son, 

      and hath ___________________________________________  into his hand.
 


