
John Chapter 2

Joh 2:1  And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus was 
there: 

Joh 2:2  And both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the marriage. 

Jesus was called, (invited) to the wedding along with His mother and His disciples. 

Joh 2:3  And when they wanted wine, the mother of Jesus saith unto him, They have no wine. 

There was a need at the wedding feast.  All the wine was gone.  Mary tells Jesus the need.

Joh 2:4  Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come. 
Joh 2:5  His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it. 
Joh 2:6  And there were set there six waterpots of stone, after the manner of the purifying of the 

Jews, containing two or three firkins apiece. 
Joh 2:7  Jesus saith unto them, Fill the waterpots with water. And they filled them up to the 

brim. 
Joh 2:8  And he saith unto them, Draw out now, and bear unto the governor of the feast. And 

they bare it. 

Even though it sounds as if  Jesus is reprimanding Mary,  the Lord said,  “Mine hour is not yet 
Come,”   or  (His  hour of working miracles openly was not yet come.) Jesus willing to meet a 
need, does as He is asked.   It is good to  know, Jesus is willing to meet our needs.

*Php 4:19  But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by 
                    Christ Jesus.

Notice:  There was obedience required for this miracle. (Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it.)

The substance of water acquired a new form.  This transformation was a miracle
    
Joh 2:9  When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and knew not 

whence it was: (but the servants which drew the water knew;) the governor of the feast called 
the bridegroom, 

Joh 2:10  And saith unto him, Every man at the beginning doth set forth good wine; and when 
men have well drunk, then that which is worse: but thou hast kept the good wine until now. 

Joh 2:11  This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; 
and his disciples believed on him. 

The governor called the bridegroom and complimented him on the taste of the wine.  Only the 
servants knew what had really happened.

Joh 2:12  After this he went down to Capernaum, he, and his mother, and his brethren, and his 
disciples: and they continued there not many days. 

Joh 2:13  And the Jews' passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem, 
Joh 2:14  And found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the changers of 

money sitting: 
Joh 2:15  And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all out of the temple, 

and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers' money, and overthrew the tables; 
Joh 2:16  And said unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father's 

house an house of merchandise. 
Joh 2:17  And his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten 

me up. 



We find Jesus now, on his first mission for the Father, cleansing the temple.  How sad the minds 
that are filled with cares about worldly business when attending religious exercises.  There are
many temples in need of cleansing today.

He did not stay long at Capernaum, because the passover was at hand, and he must attend it at 
Jerusalem. Christ kept the passover at Jerusalem yearly, ever since he was twelve years old, in
obedience to the law.

 Passover: This was a feast in commemoration of the Lord's passing over, the 
houses of the Israelites, when he slew the firstborn in Egypt:

Cleansing the Temple: 

Prophesy in Malachi:  *Mal 3:3  And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he 
shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the 
LORD an offering in righteousness.

     (Matthew Henry)    
     This market perhaps had been kept by the pool of Bethesda, but was admitted into the temple 

by the chief priests, for filthy lucre; for, no doubt, the rents for standing there, and fees for 
searching the beasts sold there, and certifying that they were without blemish, would be a 
considerable revenue to them. Great corruptions in the church owe their rise to the love of 
money.

   He did not complain to the chief priests, for he knew they countenanced those corruptions.

       He First, Drove out the sheep and oxen, and those that sold them, out of the temple. He 
never used force to drive any into the temple, but only to drive those out that profaned it. He 
did not seize the sheep and oxen for himself, did not distrain and impound them, though he 
found them damage faissant - actual trespassers upon his Father's ground; he only drove 
them out, and their owners with them. He made a scourge of small cords, which probably 
they had led their sheep and oxen with, and thrown them away upon the ground, whence 
Christ gathered them. Sinners prepare the scourges with which they themselves will be 
driven out from the temple of the Lord. He did not make a scourge to chastise the offenders 
(his punishments are of another nature), but only to drive out the cattle; he aimed no further 
than at reformation.

       Secondly, He poured out the changers' money, to�kerma - the small money - the Nummorum 

Famulus. In pouring out the money, he showed his contempt of it; he threw it to the ground, 
to the earth as it was. In overthrowing the tables, he showed his displeasure against those 
that make religion a matter of worldly gain.

     Thirdly, He said to them that sold doves (sacrifices for the poor), Take these things hence.
  When he drove out the sheep and oxen, the owners might follow them; when he poured out

  the money, they might gather it up again; but, if he had turned the doves flying, perhaps they

  could not have been retrieved; therefore to them that sold doves he said, Take these things 

  hence. Note, Discretion must always guide and govern our zeal, that we do nothing 

  unbecoming ourselves, or mischievous to others.

 Fourthly, He gave them a good reason for what he did: Make not my Father's house a house

 of merchandise.



His ability to drive so many from their posts, without opposition, was a proof of his authority; he
that was armed with such a divine power was surely armed with a divine commission. What
ailed these buyers and sellers, that they fled, that they were driven back? Surely, it was the
presence of the Lord.

Joh 2:18  Then answered the Jews and said unto him, What sign shewest thou unto us, seeing 
that thou doest these things? 

Joh 2:19  Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise 
it up. 

Joh 2:20  Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, and wilt thou rear 
it up in three days? 

Joh 2:21  But he spake of the temple of his body. 
Joh 2:22  When therefore he was risen from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said 

this unto them; and they believed the scripture, and the word which Jesus had said. 
Joh 2:23  Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast day, many believed in his 

name, when they saw the miracles which he did. 
Joh 2:24  But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he knew all men, 
Joh 2:25  And needed not that any should testify of man: for he knew what was in man. 

Jesus did not immediately work a miracle to convince them, but gave them a sign in something
to come. The sign that he gives them is his own death and resurrection. He foretells his 
resurrection by his own power: In three days I will raise it up. 

The building of the temple was slow in coming.  How could this man raise it in three days?
Had they known that this was he who built all things in six days they would not have made it 
such an absurdity that he should build a temple in three days.

It seems, they did not at this time fully understand Christ's meaning, for they were as yet but
babes in knowledge; but they laid up the saying in their hearts, and afterwards it became both 
intelligible and useful. They were slow of heart to believe, but they were sure. 



Questions 
John Chapter 2

 1.  Who was invited to the wedding in Cana of Galilee? (John 2:2) ___________________

      _______________________________________________________________

 2.  In verse 3, what did Mary say to Jesus?  ___________________________________

 3.  What was Jesus’ response to her?  _______________________________________

 4.  In verse 5  Mary tells the servants  _______________________________________

      _______________________________________________________________

 5.  The words Mary spoke to the servants,  we should observe today.  a. ) What happened when 

       they  obeyed?  _____________________________________________________
    
       (b.)  What happens when we are obedient? __________________________________

 6.  John 2:11  This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his 

      glory; and ______________________________________________________.

 7.  In verse 13,  which Jewish feast day did Jesus attend?_________________________

 8.  Verse 14  What did Jesus find in the temple?________________________________

       _______________________________________________________________

 9.  John 2:15  And when he had made a scourge of small cords, ______________________

      out of the temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and ____________________________

      the changers' money, and ________________________ the tables;

10.  When Jesus said  “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”   The people

        thought he was speaking of the temple church.  Which temple was He speaking of? (vs 21)

        _______________________________________________________________

11.  John 2:23  Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast day, many believed in

       his name, when ____________________________________________________.


