
John Chapter 15

Joh 15:1  I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.

     Jesus Christ is the Vine, the true Vine. The union of the human and Divine natures, and 
the fulness God's Spirit that is in him. 

     Believers are the branches of the “Vine of Christ.”  Together, we are the body of Christ.  
His church.  God like a faithful gardener and caretaker, takes care of His church.  But 
never has there been such a husbandman as God the Father.  He is so caring, so 
merciful, so wise and watchful as the Father.

 
Joh 15:2  Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and 
every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth 
more fruit. 

     The branches are weak.  They cannot survive without the vine.  We as branches are to 
bear fruit.  Jesus provides our nourishment and strength. From a Christian we look for a 
Christian temper, a good disposition, love, and service to God and others.

     The unfruitful are taken away. And even fruitful branches need pruning; for there are  
notions, desires, and habits, which need to be taken away. 

Joh 15:3  Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto 
you.

     The word of Christ is spoken to all believers; and there is a cleansing virtue in that word, 
as it works grace, and works out corruption.

 
Joh 15:4  Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of 
itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in 
me. 

    
     MH
     True Christians find by experience, that any interruption in the exercise of their faith, 

causes holy affections to decline, their corruptions to revive, and their comforts to droop.

When we let down on praying, reading the Word, communicating with other Christians; 
(First) Our holy affections start to decline. (Then) Those old corrupted desires revive 
within us. We must abide with Him.  We must commune with Him through prayer and 
reading of His Word.

Joh 15:5  I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and 
I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can 
do nothing. 

     When will we learn this?  A branch cannot even bear fruit except it abide in the vine.



Joh 15:6  If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is 
withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they 
are burned. 

    When branches fall from the vine, they die.  What do we do with dead branches?  You get 
rid of them.  No one lives apart from Christ.  They may be breathing, walking and 
talking, but they are dead.  They are withered and cast off as a branch.

Joh 15:7  If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask 
what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. 

    There are great benefits to being part of the vine.  As long as the branches stay attached 
to the vine, they are well taken care of. 

Joh 15:8  Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall 
ye be my disciples. 

Here Jesus allows us to see that when we bear fruit we glorify the Father.

Joh 15:9  As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye 
in my love. 

Joh 15:10  If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; 
even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his 
love. 

Joh 15:11  These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might 
remain in you, and that your joy might be full. 

How can you have perfect joy?  Keep the Father's commandments.

Joh 15:12  This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I 
have loved you.

What is the Lord's commandment to us?  That we love one another as He has loved us.

     Jesus loves us a lot.  Take a look at what He has done for us.  Have we yet attained this
     kind of love?

 
Joh 15:13  Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his 
life for his friends.

This is the kind of love Jesus has for you.  There is no greater kind of love,  and He tells 

us to love one another with this same kind of love.

 



Joh 15:14  Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. 
Joh 15:15  Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth 
not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things 
that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you. 

Jesus laid down His life for His friends.  Who are His friends?  Those who obey Him.

Friends share things.  Therefore, Jesus shares with us the things His Father has taught 
Him.

Joh 15:16  Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained 
you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit 
should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my 
name, he may give it you.

 CLARK:

 It was customary among the Jews for every person to choose his own teacher.

Ye have not elected me as your Teacher: I have called you.  I have put or placed you, in 
the vine.  I have not only planted you, but I have given you the greatest benefits.

Joh 15:17  These things I command you, that ye love one another. 
Joh 15:18  If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it 
hated you. 

Gill:

     He had met with from the wicked and unbelieving world of the Jews; how they had 
expressed their hatred, not only by words, calling him a gluttonous man, and a 
winebibber, a sinner, a Samaritan, a madman, one that had a devil, yea, Beelzebub 
himself, but by deeds; taking up stones to stone him more than once, leading him to the 
brow of an hill, in order to cast him down headlong, consulting by various means to take 
away his life, as Herod did in his very infancy.

   Joh 15:19  If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but 
because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the 
world, therefore the world hateth you. 

    Meyer: 
    The more Christlike we are, the closer we shall be identified with His sufferings. There is 

no limit to the hatred and persecution which the world will vent on those who have 
ceased to belong to it because of their identification with the Crucified. But through the 
pitiless storm, we must be glad; there must be no slackening of our love, which will as 
certainly conquer hate as tomorrow’s sun the darkness.

Joh 15:20  Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not 
greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also 
persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. 



Joh 15:21  But all these things will they do unto you for my name's 
sake, because they know not him that sent me. 

Joh 15:22  If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had 
sin: but now they have no cloke for their sin. 

Joh 15:23  He that hateth me hateth my Father also. 

     MH
     Since the old enmity was put between the seed of the woman and of the serpent. Why did 

Cain hate Abel, but because his works were righteous? Esau hated Jacob because of the 
blessing; Joseph's brethren hated him because his father loved him; Saul hated David 
because the Lord was with him; Ahab hated Micaiah because of his prophecies; such are 
the causeless causes of the world's hatred.

     The reason why Christ's disciples are not of the world is not because they have by their 
own wisdom and virtue distinguished themselves from the world, but because Christ 
hath chosen them out of it, to set them apart for himself; and this is the reason why the 
world hates them.

The servant is not greater than his lord.  If they persecuted Jesus, yes, they will 
persecute us.

Joh 15:24  If I had not done among them the works which none other 
man did, they had not had sin: but now have they both seen and 
hated both me and my Father. 

Joh 15:25  But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that 
is written in their law, They hated me without a cause. 

Joh 15:26  But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you 
from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the 
Father, he shall testify of me: 

Joh 15:27  And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been with 
me from the beginning. 

     MH
     The blessed Spirit will maintain the cause of Christ in the world, notwithstanding the 

opposition it meets with. Believers taught and encouraged by his influences, would bear 
testimony to Christ and his salvation.

     Persecutions will come to those who love the Lord, but praise God, we have a comforter.  As we speak for 

       Jesus, God's spirit will bear witness.  We are not alone in times of persecution.  We have the spirit of God!



John Chapter 15 Questions

 1.  In verse 2, there are those who bear fruit, and those who don't.  What does the 

Father do with those who do not bear fruit? _____________________________

What does the Father do with those who do bear fruit?  _________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

 2. Verse 3  How are we made clean?  ____________________________________

 3. Verse 5  Jesus said He is the vine.  What are we? _________________________

 4. Verse 8  How is the Father glorified?  __________________________________

 5. What did Jesus  tell us to do in verse 9?  ________________________________

 6. Complete the verse.  John 15:12  This is my commandment,    ____________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

 7. Complete the verse.  John 15:13  Greater love hath no man than this, ________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

 8. Fill in the blank.  John 15:14  Ye are my friends, if ye _______ whatsoever I 

command you.

 9. Verses 18-19   How does the world feel about Christians?  _________________

10. Fill in the blank.   John 15:26  But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send 

unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the

Father, __________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________:


