
John Chapter 12

Joh 12:1  Then Jesus six days before the passover came to Bethany, where 
Lazarus was which had been dead, whom he raised from the dead. 

Joh 12:2  There they made him a supper; and Martha served: but Lazarus was 
one of them that sat at the table with him. 

Joh 12:3  Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and 
anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair: and the house 
was filled with the odour of the ointment. 

Joh 12:4  Then saith one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, which 
should betray him, 

Joh 12:5  Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and given to 
the poor? 

Joh 12:6  This he said, not that he cared for the poor; but because he was a thief, 
and had the bag, and bare what was put therein. 

Joh 12:7  Then said Jesus, Let her alone: against the day of my burying hath she 
kept this. 

Joh 12:8  For the poor always ye have with you; but me ye have not always. 

 Bethany is here described to be the town where Lazarus was, whom he raised from the
dead.  This was a farewell and last visit to Mary, Martha, and Lazarus.  They therefore had
prepared Jesus a  feast ( supper). Mary showed him particular respect , above the rest, in 
anointing his feet with sweet ointment.     As a further token of her reverence for him, she
wiped them with her hair. 

MH:  Those who love Christ truly love him so much better than this world as to be willing to 
lay out the best they have for him.   The filling of the house with the pleasant odor of the
ointment may intimate to us,   That those who entertain Christ in their hearts and houses
bring a sweet odor into them; Christ's  presence brings with it an ointment and perfume
which rejoice the heart. 

Judas tried to cover his dislike for what  Mary did by using the poor for an excuse to argue his
point. Why did Mary's devotion to Jesus, anger Judas so?  We know he was not really
concerned with the poor.  The truth of the matter was, this ointment being designed for his
Master, he would rather have had it in money, to be put in the common stock with which he
was entrusted.

You do not grudge the ointment used for the embalming of your dead friends, nor say that it
should be sold, and given to the poor. Now this anointing either was so intended, or at least
may be so  interpreted; for the day of my burying is now at hand, and she has anointed a body
that is already as good as dead.”
 

Joh 12:9  Much people of the Jews therefore knew that he was there: and they 
came not for Jesus' sake only, but that they might see Lazarus also, whom he 
had raised from the dead. 



Joh 12:10  But the chief priests consulted that they might put Lazarus also to 
death; 

Joh 12:11  Because that by reason of him many of the Jews went away, and 
believed on Jesus. 

They came to see Lazarus and Christ together, which was a very inviting sight. Some came for
the confirmation of their faith in Christ, to have the story perhaps from Lazarus's own mouth.
Others came only for the gratifying of their curiosity, that they might say they had seen a man
who had been dead and buried, and yet lived again; so that Lazarus served for a show. 

Joh 12:12  On the next day much people that were come to the feast, when they 
heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, 

Joh 12:13  Took branches of palm trees, and went forth to meet him, and cried, 
Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Joh 12:14  And Jesus, when he had found a young ass, sat thereon; as it is 
written, 

Joh 12:15  Fear not, daughter of Sion: behold, thy King cometh, sitting on an 
ass's colt. 

Joh 12:16  These things understood not his disciples at the first: but when Jesus 
was glorified, then remembered they that these things were written of him, 
and that they had done these things unto him. 

Joh 12:17  The people therefore that was with him when he called Lazarus out of 
his grave, and raised him from the dead, bare record. 

Joh 12:18  For this cause the people also met him, for that they heard that he had 
done this miracle. 

Joh 12:19  The Pharisees therefore said among themselves, Perceive ye how ye 
prevail nothing? behold, the world is gone after him. 

The miracle of raising Lazarus from the dead had been published abroad.  Many
had come to Jerusalem just to meet him. Those who were there when Jesus
called Lazarus from the tomb were there and testified of these things. This miracle
was reserved for one of Jesus' last, that it might confirm those which went before, and might
gain him this honor just before his sufferings; Christ's works were all not only well done  but
well-timed.

Joh 12:20  And there were certain Greeks among them that came up to worship 
at the feast: 

Joh 12:21  The same came therefore to Philip, which was of Bethsaida of Galilee, 
and desired him, saying, Sir, we would see Jesus. 

Joh 12:22  Philip cometh and telleth Andrew: and again Andrew and Philip tell 
Jesus. 

There were devout worshippers of the true God even among those that were strangers to the
commonwealth of Israel. Though these Greeks, if uncircumcised, were not admitted to eat the



passover, yet they came to worship at the feast. These people desired to see Jesus. Seeing
Philip was one of His disciples, they asked of him to see the Lord.  Philip finds Andrew and
speaks to him of this and they both go and tell the Lord.

Joh 12:23  And Jesus answered them, saying, The hour is come, that the Son of 
man should be glorified. 

Joh 12:24  Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the 
ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. 

Joh 12:25  He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this 
world shall keep it unto life eternal. 

Joh 12:26  If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall 
also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honour. 

When they come to Jesus He speaks words of great encouragement.  Jesus gives the Greeks
and any nationality the hope and opportunity to follow Him.

Joh 12:27  Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save me from 
this hour: but for this cause came I unto this hour. 

Joh 12:28  Father, glorify thy name. Then came there a voice from heaven, 
saying, I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again. 

Joh 12:29  The people therefore, that stood by, and heard it, said that it 
thundered: others said, An angel spake to him. 

Joh 12:30  Jesus answered and said, This voice came not because of me, but for 
your sakes. 

Joh 12:31  Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world 
be cast out. 

Joh 12:32  And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. 
Joh 12:33  This he said, signifying what death he should die. 

Jesus knew His mission.  When He spoke the words, “Father, glorify thy name.” 
The Father speaks!  “I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again.” 
Oh, what a wonderful thing for the Father to do.  He was pleased with His Son.
But it was not for Jesus the voice came.  It was for those around Him to hear.
For Jesus knew that He pleased His Father. 

Joh_8:29  And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those

things that please him.  

Then Jesus tells of Satan's fall and by His death, He will draw all men to Him.

Joh 12:34  The people answered him, We have heard out of the law that Christ 
abideth for ever: and how sayest thou, The Son of man must be lifted up? who 
is this Son of man? 

Joh 12:35  Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the light with you. 



Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you: for he that 
walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth. 

Joh 12:36  While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of 
light. These things spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself from 
them. 

Joh 12:37  But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they 
believed not on him: 

What a shame!  They had opportunity to believe Him.  They saw the miracles which He did,
yet there was doubt.  Still today, it baffles the mind of man.  They see His creations.  They see
His miracles.  They know He is real, yet they believe not on Him.

Joh 12:38  That the saying of Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled, which he 
spake, Lord, who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of the 
Lord been revealed? 

Joh 12:39  Therefore they could not believe, because that Esaias said again, 
Joh 12:40  He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they 

should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be 
converted, and I should heal them. 

Joh 12:41  These things said Esaias, when he saw his glory, and spake of him. 

God shows His prophets things to come.  God had shown these things to Isaiah these things
years ago and now they were coming to pass.  Isaiah saw the unbelief of the Jews.  Out of all
the miracles which Jesus had blessed them with, they could not see the greatest.  “The miracle
was grace.”  He forgave them for their unbelief and died for them anyway.  

Joh 12:42  Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on him; but 
because of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should be put out 
of the synagogue: 

Joh 12:43  For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God. 

Many of the chief rulers believed on Jesus, but they knew they would be put out of the
synagogue if they confessed Him.   How very sad …. “ They loved the praise of men more than
the praise of God.”

MH
Some honour was done to Christ by these rulers: for they believed on him, were
convinced that he was sent of God, and received his doctrine as divine; but they did not
do him honour enough, for they had not courage to own their faith in him.

Joh 12:44  Jesus cried and said, He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, 
but on him that sent me. 

Joh 12:45  And he that seeth me seeth him that sent me. 
Joh 12:46  I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me 



should not abide in darkness. 
Joh 12:47  And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not: for I 

came not to judge the world, but to save the world. 
Joh 12:48  He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that 

judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last 
day. 

Joh 12:49  For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he 
gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. 

Joh 12:50  And I know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I 
speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak. 

Though they had not courage openly to profess faith in his doctrine, he had courage openly to
publish  it; if they were ashamed of it, he was not.  

MH
The privileges and dignities of those that believe; this gives great encouragement to us to
believe in Christ and to profess that faith. It is a thing of such a nature that we need not be shy
either of doing it or of owning it.

God makes himself known in the face of Christ (2Co_4:6), who is the express image of his 
person, Heb_1:3. [2.] All that have a believing sight of Christ are led by him to the knowledge 
of God, whom Christ has revealed to us by his word and Spirit. Christ, as God, was the image 
of his Father's person; but Christ, as Mediator, was his Father's representative in his relation 
to man, the divine light, law, and love, being communicated to us in and through him; so that 
in seeing him (that is, in eying him as our Saviour, Prince, and Lord, in the right of 
redemption), we see and eye the Father as our owner, ruler, and benefactor, in the right of 
creation: for God is pleased to deal with fallen man by proxy.

Who they are whose unbelief is here condemned: those who hear Christ's words and yet 
believe them not.



                                John Chapter 12 Questions

1.  John 12:1  What miracle happened at Bethany?  ____________________

 

  ___________________________________________________________

    2.  Verse 2  Who sat with Jesus at the table? __________________________

    3.  What did Mary do in verse 3?  __________________________________

          __________________________________________________________

    4.  Verse 5  What did Judas ask?  __________________________________

    5.  Verse 6  Did Judas care for the poor? ____________________________

    6.  Verse 7  Explain what Jesus said had been done.  ___________________

          __________________________________________________________

    7.  Verse 10  Who besides Jesus did the Jews seek to put to death?

  

          __________________________________________________________

    8.  Explain in your own words verses 12-15. _________________________

         __________________________________________________________

      

         __________________________________________________________

         __________________________________________________________

    9.   Verse 17 Who helped spread the news of Lazarus being raised from the

 

         dead?  ____________________________________________________



  10.  Verse 19  What did the Pharisees say?  ________________________________

           ________________________________________________________________

  

  11.  Fill in the Blank.     Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat

         fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone:________________________

         ___________________________________________________________.

  12.  Write Verse 25 ___________________________________________________

         ________________________________________________________________

   

         ________________________________________________________________

  13.  Explain what happened in verse 28?  __________________________________

          ________________________________________________________________

  14.  In verse 42 Who believed in Jesus but was afraid to confess Him?  

        ____________________________________________________________

 15.  In verse 48 What shall judge men in the last day?  ____________________

        ____________________________________________________________


