
John Chapter 1

Joh 1:1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
Joh 1:2  The same was in the beginning with God.

The spoken Word was there in the beginning, “Let there be light.”   

He was known and spoken of by the angel Gabriel before; and was made known to Mary and
Joseph. 

These verses denote the existence of the word with the Father, his relation and nearness 
to him, his equality with him, and particularly the distinction of his person from him, as well as 
his eternal being with him; for he was always with him, and is, and ever will be. 

Joh 1:3  All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 

Christ was there in the beginning and  has the power to create.

Joh 1:4  In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 
Joh 1:5  And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. 

Verse 9 states,  He lights every man who comes into the world.

The Jews, had the light of the Old Testament, yet comprehended not Christ in it.  
This is a sad thing,  for the prophecies of Jesus seem so vivid and accurate.
There was a veil upon the people's hearts.

Joh 1:6  There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 

John was a great man.  But he was a man.  He was sent by God with a  message to man.
John states this himself.

Joh 1:7  The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him 
might believe. 

Joh 1:8  He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. 
Joh 1:9  That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. 

Through John’s ministry  of repentance, many came to God.  John bearing witness of Jesus,
actually pointed Him out.   He said, “This is Him.”
John prepared the way for the Lord.  He told people of Messiah, now John is 
showing  the Messiah to the people.

Joh 1:10  He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. 
Joh 1:11  He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 
Joh 1:12  But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to 

them that believe on his name: 

What a strange thing it is for the Creator of this world to come here and not  be recognize .  
His own people received Him not.  But what a wonderful thing He did for those who  
received Him. He bestowed the privilege of adoption to who believed.



(Mathew Henry Concise Commentary)
Let us pray without ceasing, that our eyes may be opened to behold this Light, that we may 

walk in it; and thus be made wise unto salvation, by faith in Jesus Christ.

Joh 1:13  Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God. 

*Eph 2:8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
*Eph 2:9  Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

Joh 1:14  And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory 
as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

The Word made flesh …  this was not done by the change of one nature into another, the divine 
into the human, or the word into a man.

The better you get to know someone the better you see all their flaws.  
The disciples knew Jesus well, and beheld glory. 
The better we get to know Him the more glory we see.

Joh 1:15  John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that 
cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was before me. 

(preferred before me) John’s job was to bare witness of Him.  He knew Christ’s place was the 
head of the church.  John was glad to prepare the way for the Lord.

Joh 1:16  And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. 
Joh 1:17  For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 

The law of God is good.  Man should study it and learn from it, but the law could not bring 
Salvation.  Grace brings salvation and grace came by Jesus Christ.

Joh 1:18  No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the 
Father, he hath declared him. 

No man can know God, except though Jesus.  The Son will make known the Father.

Joh 1:19  And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 
to ask him, Who art thou? 

Joh 1:20  And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, I am not the Christ. 
Joh 1:21  And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, I am not. Art thou that 

prophet? And he answered, No. 
Joh 1:22  Then said they unto him, Who art thou? that we may give an answer to them that sent 

us. What sayest thou of thyself? 
Joh 1:23  He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the 

Lord, as said the prophet Esaias. 

The noise of John's ministry and baptism was heard among the Jews.   It had even reached
Jerusalem.  Priests and Levites were sent to ask who he was. He denies being the Christ.  He
 denies being Elias (Elijah) and Esaias (Isaiah). John told them he was “The Voice Of  One.”   



That is truly what he was, the voice of one man crying in the wilderness, making a straight path
 for the Savior.  

Joh 1:24  And they which were sent were of the Pharisees. 
Joh 1:25  And they asked him, and said unto him, Why baptizest thou then, if thou be not that 

Christ, nor Elias, neither that prophet? 

From Gill Commentary:  It is evident from hence, that no such practice had obtained before 
among them, or they would not have been alarmed at it, as they were; nor would they have 
troubled themselves to have sent after John, and inquire of him who he was, that should practice 
in this manner. 

Joh 1:26  John answered them, saying, I baptize with water: but there standeth one among you, 
whom ye know not; 

Joh 1:27  He it is, who coming after me is preferred before me, whose shoe's latchet I am not 
worthy to unloose. 

Joh 1:28  These things were done in Bethabara beyond Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

John’s saw himself as unworthy to loose the latchet of the Lord’s shoes; which was one of the 
lowest services done by a servant to his master.

*Mat 3:13  Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him. 
*Mat 3:14  But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to 

me? 
*Mat 3:15  And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to 

fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him. 
*Mat 3:16  And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the 

heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and 
lighting upon him: 

*Mat 3:17  And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased. 

Joh 1:29  The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world. 

Joh 1:30  This is he of whom I said, After me cometh a man which is preferred before me: for he 
was before me. 

Joh 1:31  And I knew him not: but that he should be made manifest to Israel, therefore am I 
come baptizing with water. 

Joh 1:32  And John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and 
it abode upon him. 

Joh 1:33  And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me, 
Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is he 
which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. 

Joh 1:34  And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God. 

John had told the priests and Levites, that the Messiah was already come; and now on the day 
following, seeing him, pointed Jesus out to the people. John told how he had seen the Spirit 
descending upon Him.  Then he told them Jesus would baptize with the Holy Ghost.

Mathew Henry Concise Commentary:  John came as a preacher of repentance, yet he told 
his followers that they were to look for the pardon of their sins to Jesus only, and to his death. It 
agrees with God's glory to pardon all who depend on the atoning sacrifice of Christ. He takes 



away the sin of the world; purchases pardon for all that repent and believe the gospel. This 
encourages our faith; if Christ takes away the sin of the world, then why not my sin? He bore sin 
for us, and so bears it from us. God could have taken away sin, by taking away the sinner, as he 
took away the sin of the old world; but here is a way of doing away sin, yet sparing the sinner, by 
making his Son sin, that is, a sin-offering, for us. See Jesus taking away sin, and let that cause 
hatred of sin, and resolutions against it. Let us not hold that fast, which the Lamb of God came to 
take away

Joh 1:35  Again the next day after John stood, and two of his disciples; 
Joh 1:36  And looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of God! 
Joh 1:37  And the two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus. 
Joh 1:38  Then Jesus turned, and saw them following, and saith unto them, What seek ye? They 

said unto him, Rabbi, (which is to say, being interpreted, Master,) where dwellest thou? 
Joh 1:39  He saith unto them, Come and see. They came and saw where he dwelt, and abode with 

him that day: for it was about the tenth hour. 
Joh 1:40  One of the two which heard John speak, and followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's 

brother. 
Joh 1:41  He first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the 

Messias, which is, being interpreted, the Christ. 
Joh 1:42  And he brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus beheld him, he said, Thou art Simon the 

son of Jona: thou shalt be called Cephas, which is by interpretation, A stone. 

This is now the third day after the priests and Levites had ask John who he was.
John seeing Jesus walking, points Him out to those standing by.  John  as always, glad to be 
doing this work for the Lord, joyfully declares, “Behold the Lamb of God!”

Two disciples of John heard and followed Jesus.  One of these men Andrew, went for Simon 
Peter his brother.  As soon as Jesus sees Peter, He called him by name and refers to  him as
Cephas, declaring Peter’s later steadfastness in faith, which God uses to strengthen the church. 

Joh 1:43  The day following Jesus would go forth into Galilee, and findeth Philip, and saith unto 
him, Follow me. 

Joh 1:44  Now Philip was of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 
Joh 1:45  Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We have found him, of whom Moses in 

the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. 
Joh 1:46  And Nathanael said unto him, Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip 

saith unto him, Come and see. 

Nazareth was such  a lowly place, that was even despised by its neighbors, the Galilaeans
themselves; for Nathanael was a Galilean, that said these words. It was so miserable a place that 
he could hardly think that any sort of good thing coming out of it.

Joh 1:47  Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him, Behold an Israelite indeed, in 
whom is no guile! 

Nathanael :  A sincere follower of the good example of Israel.  He was a genuine, sincere 
professor of the  faith.  He professed, and lived up to it. 

Joh 1:48  Nathanael saith unto him, Whence knowest thou me? Jesus answered and said unto 
him, Before that Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee. 

Jesus lets Nathanael know that “he knoweth the secrets of the heart” Psalms 44:21.



Joh 1:49  Nathanael answered and saith unto him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art the 
King of Israel. 

Joh 1:50  Jesus answered and said unto him, Because I said unto thee, I saw thee under the fig 
tree, believest thou? thou shalt see greater things than these. 

Joh 1:51  And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven 
open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man. 

Jacob dreamed of seeing angels ascending and descending.

*Gen 28:12  And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached 
to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it.

Matthew Henry: Through Christ we have communion with and benefit by the holy angels, 
and things in heaven and things on earth are reconciled and gathered together. Christ is to us as 
Jacob's ladder, by whom angels continually ascend and descend for the good of the saints.

Fill in the Blanks.

 1. Joh 1:1  In the beginning was the_____________, and the ____________ was with God, 
and the____________was God.

 2. Joh 1:3  All things were made by him; and _______________________ was not any 
thing made that was made.

 3. Joh 1:11  He came unto his own, and 
________________________________________.

 4. Joh 1:12  But as many as received him, to them gave he power _____________________
_______________________________________, even to them that believe on his name:

 5. According to the verses below,  What was John called to do?

Joh 1:6  There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
Joh 1:7  The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him 

might believe. 

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

 6. Who has declared the Father to us?

_________________________________________________________________

Joh 1:18  No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the 
Father, he hath declared him.

 7. What did John bare record 
of?____________________________________________



Joh 1:34  And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God.

 8.  (John 1:38)  What does the word Rabbi mean? _______________________________

 9.  (John 1:42)  What did Jesus say that Peter would be called? _______________________

10.  (John 1:46) What question did Nathanael ask? _______________________________
__________________________________________________________________

11.  (John 1:51)  What did Jesus tell Nathanael he would see?  ______________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________


